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.STEVEN A. THOMPSON 
Executive Director 

October31, 2011 

Douglas L. Foshee 
El Paso Corporation 
1001 .Louisiana Street 
PO Box 2511 
Houston, TX 77252-2511 

DIA 
OlKLAHOM ' A 
OEPAlTM!Nl OF ENVIRONMENTAi QUALITY 

OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

/ 
/ 

MARY FALLIN 
Governor 

Re: El Paso Corporatio~'s Potential Responsibility for ·Enviromnental Issues at the Former 
\VilcoX' Oji Company, Btjstow, OklahC>m,a 

Dear Mr. Foshee: 

The. Oklahoina Department of Environmental Quality. (DEQ) is investigating a former oil 
refinery, which was known as Wilcox Oil Company (CERCLIS # OK0001010917) located in 
Bristow, Oklahoma.. The property is being investigated by DEQ under the authority of the 
Comprehensive Environmep.tal Respons~, CoI,D.peIJ.Sation, and Liability Act of 1980 (CERCLA), as 
amended by the Superfund Amendments and Reauthoriz.ation Act of 1986 (SARA), pursuant to a 
Cooperative Agreement (#V-96688701) with the U.S. Enviroruriental Protection Agency (EPA). 
The purpose of these investigations is to collect. sufficient inton;nation concerning conditions at 
the site to asse~.s the extertt of the, threat the site poses to hillnan health and the environment. . 

The DEQ has determined th~t the si~e was oWi,ied ~d operated ~ a tefineiy from approxj,mately 
1.915 to 1963. th~ Wilco!C Oil Comp~y opetilie9 a ctude oil refipety at the ~itefrom the 1920s 
to early 1960s. · Available. fu.formation indicat¢s that the Wilc6x Oil Company merged with 
Tenneco Oil Company in 19~5 arid thai El Paso Energy Corp'oration· acquired Tenneco Oil 
Company in 1996. · · · · 

The former Wilcox refi.pery site occupies .appro~iinately 125 acres and is located in the N/2, 
NW/4, Section 29, Township 16 North, Range 9 East a.nd iii SW/4, SW/4, Section 20, Township 
16 North, Range 9 ~ Indian Meridian, Creek County, Oklahoma A large volume of visible 
waste is present at the site, especially in the process. area and crude oil tanlc farm. Elevated levels 
of metals and organic ·compounds have been detected in surface soils and sediments. A church 
with a playground and six residences are located on the former refinery. Evidence suggests 
numerous children reside in each res~dence. Many of the homes have private wells on their 
property. . 
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EPA Region 6 is moving toward$ prep~tlon of a Hazard Ranking System (HRS) package for the 
site in order to support proposing the site to the National Priorities List. However, Region 6 has 
allowed DEQ an opportunity to contact the potentially resJ)onsible parties (PRPs) to discuss options 
.available through the state's voluntaryclean-up program, 

The DEQ would like to discuss the possibility of El Paso Corporation entering our Voluntary 
Cleanup or Brownfields Program to address environmental ·contamination at the site. Enclosed is 
specific infonnation indicating the location and 9wn~rship of the refinery and the connection to 
El ·Paso Corporation. 

Please contact me by December 1, 2011, to schedule a. mee~g to discuss this matter. You may 
reach me at (405) 702-5157 or amy.bri~@deg.~kgov. FUrther informatipn ·concerning PEQ's 
cleanup programs can be fotind <m our website http://vvww.de9.state;ok.us/lpdnew/index.htm. 

Sincerely, 

°'r~. 
Amy Brittain 
Environmental Pro~s Manager 
Site Remediation s·ection 
Land Protection DiVision 

Enclosure 

c. Ray Roberts, DEQ, VCP Section 
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Former Wilcox Oil Refinery, 
Creek County, Bristow, Oklahoma 
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. MEBGOO wru::ax on COMPMIY , 

. llTO m:RECO OIL OO!G'Al'IY 

'l'DllECO on C<>lPABY, a corporation ai. ,aan.Ued o.nd existing 

under and by virtue of the Ge:lera.l ~ation Iavs ot the State of 

Del.aware, DIJBS HEREBY CERT!FY: 

FIBST: 1!lat it is the owner of all tbe issued and out-

stcMiJlg stock of Wilcox Oil Compaey, a Del.6~ corporation. 

SECOJID: 'lb.at, ill acco?"dallce vith the provisions o1: Title 

8, Section 253 ot nie Del.aware Cede, the D:>ard. ot Directors of 

Tenlleco 011 ~any, at a meeting duly convened am lleld on September 

7, 1965, adopted the tolJ,.oqiDg resoJ.utions to merge Vil.cox OU 

Company into Tenneco 01.l ~ 

~. 'l'eimiec<>. Oil ~ O>m$ all the 
ie.sued and outstamillg stock of Wilcox Oil. ~, 
& DeJ.avare C0%p0r&tionj am_ . 

Wl!l!RBAS, it i.s deemed ~1rabl.e to merge 
Wilcox Oil ())mpa.ey into !l.'ennecO Oil Company: 

NOW, 1'.l1&REF(!tB,. BE IT 

RESOLVED, that 'l'enneco Oil Ccarpaey merge 
i.Dto itsel.!, and it does hereby merge into itse.lt', 
Wilcox Oil. cairpaey ancl. aasumes all of: the liabili­
t:1e& and ob~tions ot said Wilcox Oil Oolllpany; 
and t\Jrther .• 

. , . 
. . . 

~ 
; 

' I 
~ 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



·i 
I 

... . . . 

· . ., . · . ..~the 
~· ~ .. ~ ... ' ii~at 
Olml!!ftsM.P·ati! ~ ~ t6 . ·· ant .~ the 
S8Jlle 1n the· Sta.te CJf ~ p~ to 'ri'Ue 8, 
Section 253 c4 'Ule ~ Cod~; ~ flltther 

RESOL.'lD, tb4-ji ~ at~ o! tb:,1s Co!llpany 
be, am tjiJ!t l:rereby are. ~ed f.o do all acts 
and tb:1np '\lhicb · ~ be aecessary or proper to 
etfect sa.:id merger aJld to trallU'er title cl tbe 
p:ropertj,-es Of WilcoX 011 C0mpaey to TemleCO 011 
Company." 

Ill WI'l11ESS WREBECF, said 'fE!lliECO OIL CQB>Aln ha.$ camied its 

corporate aeal to be hereunto affixed an:l tb18 Certificate to be 

signed by W. B. SCOl"l', its President, and L. R. SPE!iCE, its Secretary, 

th.1~ 7th day of September, 1965. 

w. E. Scott 
President 

L. R. Spence 
Secretary 

·- · ... ~ 
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BB I'l BBM1!NBBRED that on this 7th liq 0: September, l.965, 

personally ecie be:i'ore 11e, a liot&ry Public in and tor the Co'llllty and 

State atoresaJ.d, W. B. soon, Pres14ent ot 'm1ECO OIL CCJGIAII, a 

corporation ot the State ot DelaVare, the car,.."Oration described. in 

and vb.1ch execut~ the torego:!..Jl8 certifi.cate, knOVD to me persona.l.cy 

to be such, aD4 he, the said w. E. Scarr, as isoch President, duly 

executed. &a.id Certificate be.tore :me and aclnovl..edged the said Oertiti­

ce.te to be his act and deed &Dd the act aild dHd 0: said cO?pOration; 

that the s1ozlatur-es ot the said President aD4 Of tb.e Secretary of 

said corporation to said forego1llg Certilicate are 1n the handvriti.ng 

o! the said PresideDt and. Secretary ot said corporation respectively, 

8Dd that the seal atrixed. to eaid Certificate 1.5 the cOJZOn or 

Di WITl'IBSS, WHEREC!', I have hereunto set rq band and seal of 

o!'tice the day and year aforesaid. 

lfcnARY PUBLIC 
SEAL 

County Of Harris, Texas 

MY Colllll.isslon Expires June 1, 1967. 
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J.EblfJa Qt. ilukts. 9'~ e/ ~tf lk S'ku ~ ~­
bn lfrnbgartit!Jlkdtka.'°"6amd~.i6a'4ta6tuedoo~ci:ft?tjf 

~icate of Owne.rshl.p of the "TENNECO O!L COMP.Ah.:-Y•, c:e:rg1.ng the 

"Wr.a..ec:' c.~ COMPANY" ' Pl.IISUant to Section 253 Of the General 

corporatio~ Law or the State of Del eware, as recaived and filed in 

this oZfi.ca the ninth cay of September, A.D. l.965, at io o'clock 

A.M.. 

Ju @esthuotqJ ~af. J~~MJI~~ 
and<f!Jda'ua/~~/AiA tenth ~ 

o/- September lk~</'OU4t~ 

tm.eth<JU4a41.dtuine~<Ut~a':-.---s-ixty __ -_£i_v;_e_ • 
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Our History 

Following the discovery of oil In the Permian Basin 
In the 1920s, Houston attorney, Paul Kayser, 
determined that El Paso, Texas provided a 
promising market for more cost-effective natural 
gas. He firmed up supply from several gas wells 
near Jal, New MexJco, convinced El Paso's 
industrial facilities to convert to natural gas, and 
El Paso Natural Gas Company was born. 

In the three-quarters of a cent ury since fts 

News Investors Contacts 

founding, El Paso has grown from a regional natural gas company to the large.st natural 
gas transmission system In North America. 

We invite you to take a few minutes to view an Online scrapbook, dedicated to 
each and every employee-past and present-whose contributions made our company 
what it is today. The first four decades of our history are now available. We will continue 
to build upon the scrapbook throughout the year, so check back monthly for updates. And 
if you have a special memory, an amusing anecdote, or were part of a key event in the 
development of Team El Paso, p lease submit your story to history@elpaso.com. Launch 
our scrapbook. 

Year Su mmary 

1928
Paul Kayser Incorporates the pipeline company in Delaware as El Paso Natural Gas 
Company. 

1929EI Paso Natural Gas Company begins construction of its first natural gas pi pellne. 

1931 
El Paso Natural Gas Company expands westward Into southern Arizona, southern 
New Mexico, and Cananea, Mexico. 

1936The New York Stock Exchange lists El Paso Natural Gas' common stock. 
El Paso begins construction of its natural gas pipeline to California. The project 

19471nvolves laying more than 700 miles of pipe and building the compressor stations 
nece.ssary to keep the gas moving. 

1955EI Paso Natural Gas celebrates the opening of Its downtown El Paso home ·office 
building. 
El Paso Natural Gas becomes a wholly owned subsidiary of Burlington Northern, 

1983Inc. Burlington Northern subsequently spins off El Paso Natural Gas as part of 
Burlington Resources Inc. in 1988. 

1992EI Paso Natural Gas Is spun off by Burlington Resources and announces an initial 
public offering of its stock. 
The company acquires the energy business of Tenneco Energy, which was founded 
In 1940. The acquisition extends El Paso's Interstate pipeline system from coast to 

1996coast. El Paso moves its oorporate headquarters to Houston, Texas and changes 
Its name to El Paso Energy Corporation to reflect the company's expanding role In 
the energy Industry. 

1999
Ei Paso merges with Sonat Inc., which founded Its pipeline operations in 1929 as 
Southern Natural Gas. This merger expands El Paso's pipeline operations into the 

J 
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sout:he.ast United States and initiates the company's entrance into the exploration 
arid production business. 
The company changes Its na.me to El Paso Corporation and completes its merger 
with The Coastal ~orporation, '!Yhich was founded In 1955. The merger bring~ 
Colorado Interstate Gas Company and AN R Pipeline Company to the company's 
pipeline operations. n:ie merger also slgnlfjcantly inaea~.s the si~e of the 

2001company's exploration and production business .. El Paso Natural Gas moves its 
headquarters to Colorado Springs, COlora~, j oining with COiorado Interstate Gas 
to form El Paso's Westem Pipeline.Group. Tennessee Gas Pipeline and ANR 
~peline consolldatl[!: .their operations in Houston to fonn El Pa.so's Eastern Pipeline 
Group. 

2003EI Paso Corporation hires Doug Foshee as· president and chief executive officer. 
El Pase>'s·6,000 .employees dedicated themselves to worlClng as one team focused 

2004on making El Paso Corporation.a great tumaround ~by meeting challimges 
and seizing opportunities. 
Every employee from the top down is committed to upholding our·values of 

2005stewardship, Integrity, Safety, Accoyntability, and Excellence in all we do. We are 
building upon our legacy of success by returning to our rQOts, and we "".ill prevail 
over tt)e industrv-cha.nging events that have altered the face of the company . ....__ __ _ 

e 200.8 El Paso Plpet°lne Partners. All rights l"e$4!t'Ved. Prtvacy Policy. I Legal Notice I Contact Webmaster 
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LAND PROTECTION DIVISION 
CONTROL SHEET 

( ?// p /,, vro~ Code 2'lZ 0 I rt IO 
subject: ___..L~U: .......... .-:;...co __ f __ ~_b_ __ t..-.....__._:t____,...!3.L~---

Type of Letter:----------------

Date Draft Submitted: _f_o.;....;.J /_1"'--'/I0.....:2;.......D___;_/ _,_/ ____ _ 

Send Copies to: ______________ _ 

Initials Date 

Typist 

Preparer (Add or mark through names listed below as 
appropriate for review of this letter) 

. _.__.fi--=-~-f{),'-'+-'-/J 1/ZtJ I/ 

_f}B,,,......___/ ~D/!1/26 I I 
Letters to be submitted ~ draft {not on letterhead) fonn to the following: 

1ohr~/ T I" 
3. Preparer's Supeivisor g,:b,. : ~,.{:::.; 
4. Compliance 

5. Attorney/Legal 

6. Clerical 

7. Signatory 

8." 

Final letter (prepared on letterhead & ready for mailing) to be submitted to the following: 

1. Preparer (I have re-read this letter for content & quality) Ab /o/7:,t/?JJ t( 
2. Data Entry (if applicable) 

3. Clerical (;~ 

4. Preparer's Supervisor ~ ~ /I:_ 11/J I/ 

__.ftt-..........____.l~c (~31 /zo If 5. Signature 

Letter will be returned to clerical person for copying and mailing. cJit G.t> ~ -ref~ '*'t J 
~ nlS to/~\ 

Date letter mailed/Initial: 'ZC>lf 
Certified Mail # ---------------(This control sheet is to be attached to file copy of final letter and placed in facility file.) 

Revised 4/ 29/03 
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